Burden Bearing

Galatians 6: 2-5  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 5 For every man shall bear his own burden.

We have a responsibility to each other... to help each other in times of need. However, we also have a responsibility to ourselves... to be the best person God created us to be. This week we learn it is not enough to simply give all we have to help another without accepting help in return. We also learn it's not enough for us to continually seek the help of others without being as independent as we can be.  Our interdependent relationships will only be as successful as our own independence because, ultimately, we each answer for ourselves.

Introduction:

BURDEN: This word is often used in the familiar meaning of a load. It also frequently has the meaning of an oracle from God; sometimes as a denunciation of evil 

Numbers 11:17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.

Psalms 38:4 For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me.

I.
Bear ye one another’s burdens.

Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

II.
Some think that they need no help.

Galatians 5:26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.

1 Corinthians 8:2 And if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know

Romans 12:16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.

Titus 3:2-3 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. 3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

III.
We need to know what we are.



1 Corinthians 11:28 But let a man examine himself,


Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.


2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?


Proverbs 14:14 The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself.

IV.
All must answer for themselves.


Romans 14:10-12But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God 12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

